
 

First Scripture Reading:  Exodus 13:17-22  
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, "If the 
people face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt." 18 So 
God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness toward the Red 
Sea. The Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for battle. 19 
And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph who had required a solemn 
oath of the Israelites, saying, "God will surely take notice of you, and then 
you must carry my bones with you from here." 20 They set out from Succoth, 
and camped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 21 The LORD went in 
front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in 
a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day 
and by night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by 
night left its place in front of the people.               

 

Second Scripture Reading:  John 8:12-20   
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life." 13 Then 
the Pharisees said to him, "You are testifying on your own behalf; your 
testimony is not valid." 14 Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, 
my testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I 
am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 
You judge by human standards; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who 
sent me. 17 In your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is 
valid. 18 I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me testifies on 
my behalf." 19 Then they said to him, "Where is your Father?" Jesus 
answered, "You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also." 20 He spoke these words while he was teaching in the 
treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hour had not 
yet come. 

Sermon Notes: 
NOTES FOR INTERPRETATION: (circle answer or fill in the blank) 

When Jesus declares in the Festival that he is the “Light of the World,” he is explicitly 

claiming equal status with  Lightning Bugs  or GOD the Father. 

In Jesus’ conversation with the Pharisees in verses 13-20, Jesus claims he needs no 

earthly witnesses, because his authority to judge comes from God his Father. 

  TRUE   or   FALSE 

  

  

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT: 

Have I ever allowed a popular opinion or majority consensus to overrule or “reinterpret” 

the Word of God? 

 

In what matter(s) am I most tempted to claim authority in my life, and thereby miss the 

light and grace that Christ has offered me in his own authority? 

  

In the past week, of what have you been afraid?  How might you look for Jesus’ to fulfil 

his promise that whoever follows him will never walk in darkness, and will have 

the light of life? 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

GOSPEL SUMMARY: 

 Sin & darkness leave us in appropriate fear of death and the future.  Jesus comes as the 

“Light of the World” and illumines the path through sin and darkness.  In him we have the 

promises of eternal life and his active guidance through all things ahead.   


