
First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 48:9-11 
9 For my name's sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for 
you, so that I may not cut you off. 10 See, I have refined you, but not like silver; 
I have tested you in the furnace of adversity. 11 For my own sake, for my own 
sake, I do it, for why should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to 
another. 
Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.                    People:  Thanks be to God.                 

 
SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
Second Scripture Reading:  John 11:1-16 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it." 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8 The 
disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?" 9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11 After saying 
this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him." 12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right." 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15 
For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that 
we may die with him."  

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.                    People:  Thanks be to God.  

Sermon Notes: 
NOTES FOR INTERPRETATION: (circle answer or fill in the blank) 

Jesus intentionally allowed his friend Lazarus to die.   TRUE   or  FALSE 

 

The matter which dictates Jesus’ actions in this story and in general, is his Father’s_______. 

 

Thomas and the disciples believed they would be killed if they returned to Bethany, near 

Jerusalem.   TRUE  or  FALSE 

 

  

  

  

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT: 

 What situation(s) seem most urgent in my life right now? 

   

 Are there situation(s) or feelings I would prefer Jesus to leave alone? 

 

How might my own fears be preventing me from allowing Christ to influence the above 

situations for the sake of his own glory?   

 

How does Jesus’ willingness to die to make all things right, and his power over death, 

bring me courage to follow? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL SUMMARY: 

Sin and death brought immense suffering and fear upon humanity.  God sent Jesus as a 

man to deal with this problem.  He was sinless and allowed neither suffering nor fear to 

dictate his actions.  Ultimately he gave himself up to death, bringing the forgiveness of sins, 

so that God himself might be glorified. 


