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Read Matthew 3:13-17 

 

When it comes to politics and governance I try not to be ignorant, but I confess I’m no expert.  When I 

was in school, at most levels, there was always a “student government”.  And each class had elections.  I 

always kind of scoffed at them, because it seemed to me like we were basically having a popularity 

contest.  Which names do you recognize, or whose your buddy?  That’s how most student elections 

worked.  But then there was always the jock or person with popularity who also tried to take a cause…. 

“I’m gonna get pop machines in the cafeteria, or free parking passes on campus.”  Sort of farce issues, 

that would seem important to the masses, but were ultimately meaningless.  SO I always kind of balked 

at student elections…and to be honest I don’t feel much different about them as an adult…Someone 

told me this week that most people never really leave the sandbox….maybe they’re right. 

 

Well, if the people of Israel were going to have an election for the Messiah, they would have chosen a 

strong, wealthy, proud, and warrior type leader.  Someone who they thought organize an army to defeat 

the kings and kingdoms of the world. Those were the pop machine and free parking kind of issues for 

Israel…What they thought they needed or wanted. 

 

Well, there was no election for the Messiah.  God simply sent one.   He’s got pretty good credentials so 

far….He’s born of a virgin…he’s been heralded by angels…praised by shepherds, a priest, and even wise 

rulers of foreign nations.  By this time in Mattehew’s gospel a number of prophecies have been fulfilled.  

He’s lived an impressive childhood…an expert in the law even as a child…and now…he is about to start 

his public ministry. 

 

It’s time to take office.  What is Jesus going to do first? 

 

The opening of Jesus’ ministry, goes straight to the heart of why he was sent.  Jesus doesn’t waste any 

time with the free pizza or pop machines in the cafeteria kind of issues that perhaps the masses may 

have wanted….war with the Romans or popularity stunts.  Jesus starts with the elephant in the room 

that many are tempted to forget about or ignore.   

 

The problem of sin. 

That’s the real issue for Israel, and for the world.  The Israelites and ourselves might like to focus on our 

versions of justice or on issues that would make our lives easier…but all the problems we complain 

about…really go back to the problem of sin.   

That’s also the real issue with Jesus being divine.  How can God, in the form of a man, live in a world 

plagued with sin?  How can good, coexist with evil?    

 

Taking care of the sin problem, is the first order of business in Jesus’ public ministry. That’s what his 

baptism is about. 

 

Baptism under John was about repentance, so when Jesus comes to be baptized John naturally resists.  

Shouldn’t it be the other way around.  But Jesus insists, though he has no sin…insists.  He does this in 

order to “fulfill all righteousness.”  Righteousness is not just absence of sin, it is an affirmative, right 

standing with God.  So in Jesus’ baptism, under John, though he is sinless, he identifies himself with 
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sinners, taking on himself the burden of sin and the posture of repentance.  This is what’s meant in 2 

Corinthians 5:21 when it says that “For our sake he(GOD) made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.”  Jesus’ baptism is the clearest picture of this truth. 

 

Now, when Jesus does this, the Messiah, not elected by us, but SENT by God, he is not dragged down by 

sin, but he is affirmed as the Son of God, and he is gifted with the Holy Spirit.  Affirmed as the SON OF 

GOD, and gifted with the HOLY SPIRIT. 

 

When we read the baptism account in the book of Matthew, those are the key points he sets up for us 

to notice.  The voice of God declaring that Jesus is his Son, and the Holy Spirit resting on him. 

 

His SOnship and the power of the Spirt in him become then the foundation for his ministry, to stand up 

to temptations in the wilderness and to proclaim authority over sin, disease, the elements of the 

earth…to carry out his ministry of redemption.   Its’ those things that equip him for his ministry.  And it’s 

his baptism, is identification with sinners, that makes his life, death and resurrection redemptive for all 

humanity, at least all put their faith and life in him. 

 

So…that’s the gist of what’s happening in Matthew 3, the passage Connie read for us… 

 

Now…let’s fast forward a bit, the life of the early church….and what Paul says in Romans. 

 

READ ROMANS 8:9-17 

 

So Paul is back to dealing with the JR High voters.  The big issue that needs to be dealt with is still 

sin…which thrives on life lived in the flesh.  And to a certain degree, the Jewish Christians Paul is writing 

to get that much... 

They know sin is the big issue, and they know Jesus is the Messiah.  The one sent by God….but they are 

still tempted to try to take care of the sin problem on their own, they struggle with really trusting him 

and living into his promises.   

 

They are tempted to fall back on the OT LAW, to take care of sin.  They live in the flesh, but their hope is 

that by observing the law as closely as they can, they will save themselves. There are a lot of problems 

with this, in that it inevitably results in guilt and condemnation,  as no one is perfect, and that it 

produces fear, not the healthy fear of God, but the kind of fear that puts distance between us and 

God….basically- IT DOES’NT WORK.   

 

Even though the law is from God, it was not a solution to sin, it was more of a bandaid, a fence around 

sin, in one place Paul describes it as sort of a babysitter or disciplinarian.  It doesn’t’ produce life, it 

simply minimizes damage. 

 

So Paul reminds them of the truth. 

 

WE don’t live in the flesh, under the condemnation of the law, which is death.  We live in the Spirit, 

which is life and righteousness. (see these words and themes in the scripture). 
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And as those who live in the Spirit, we are children of God!  And as children of God, there is no fear, but 

we are given confidence and intimacy with God.   

More than that, as children, we are heirs with Christ- we are not only free from condemnation in this 

world, but we have the inheritance of glory in the next! 

 

Notice these are the same themes and here in Romans as we saw in Matthew…The importance of 

sonship, the holy spirit, and righteousness.  Not surprisingly Paul opens his letter with these same 

themes…describing Jesus in the opening verses, I think alluding to his baptism, as one, “declared to be 

the Son of God with power according to the Spirit.”.  All these things are connected. 

 

 Jesus is without sin, fulfills all righteousness in his baptism…identifying with sinners….then is affirmed 

as Son of God and given the Holy Spirit, prepared for ministry. 

 

In our baptism, we identify with God,  are affirmed as God’s children, given the Holy Spirit, and thus 

given righteousness, and life…freedom from sin….and also…prepared for ministry. 

   

This is a lot of theology kind of talk.  they are important turths for us to grasp though…And the HOyl 

Spirit in us interprets them, but let me try to put these truths into a picture for you. 

--- 

We have 3 kids under 5.  All 3 of them feed themselves, and 2 of them clean up after themselves, or try 

to. You can imagine we make quite a mess.  Whatever your imagining, I assure you reality is worse!  Add 

myself to the picture, and we are  messy eaters. 

 

So, imagine someone spills their cup, or pushes some spaghetti off their plate….they make a mess. What 

happens?  

 

Well, sometimes, the kdis don’t even notie the mess.  “O, there’s spaghetti sauce all over the 

table….didn’t notice!” 

 

Other times, they try to contain the mess.  A cup of water spills, and depending how much it is, they kind 

of piush the water with their hands, away from where they don’t’ want it.  Maybe they even play in it a 

little bit before doing that.  Maggie, when she gets tired of eating and decides the mess on her tray is in 

the way…she starts flailing her arms and spreading it out….get it out of the way.  Those are some of the 

ways kids deal with messes at the dinner table. 

 

Works for them….they don’t care or notice that they get it all over themsvesl in the meantime, or move 

the mess that bothers them into someone elses territory.  As longa sit’s out of their way…who cares if 

my meatballs are  in my sister’s hair? 

 

Even as an adult, whose pretty good at the rules of eating and how not to be messy even I, I know it’s 

hard to imagine, but even I occasionaly spill or drip make a mess.  It’s unavoidable…  Maybe its true, 

some people never leave the sandbox… 
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That’s kind of like how we take care of sin on our own. A lot of the tiem, we don’t even notice it.  Until it 

gets in our way…then we me might even play with it for a while, before setting it aside, making it 

someone else’s problem, and getting it all over our hands….leaving stains on everyone and everything 

we touch afterward.  And sometimes we get so frustrated with the mess in our lives that we sort of flail 

our hands around, spreading it everywhere, we just want to be rid of it, but we just can’t seem to figure 

out how. 

 

This is what life is like under the law….we can manage sin, we can make rules, and try our best to follow 

them, but we still make a mess.  And often we deal with it like children. 

 

But in Jesus Christ, it’s as if God has dropped a wet rag onto the table.  He’s prepared to soak up the 

mess in himself, take it away from us.  More like a wet rag full of oxi-clean.  He takes the stains and all.  

He does this in us by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

And the question is, why would we live under th law, pushing the mess around with our hands…when 

there is one who will clean it all up, sparing us and those around us from the mess.  Taking the stains 

away.  Making us useful even for helping others at the table. 

 

That’s the difference between life in the flesh and life in the spirit, the spirit of slaver vs. the spirit of 

adoption. 

 

What’s more….as God’s children,  washed clean and free from sin…we are joint-heirs with Jesus.  

Though we suffer with him now, free from sin, but subject to ridicule and accusation….we are assured as 

God’s children that there is an inheritance awaiting us.  indeed we will share in the glory of his son. 

--- 

Don’t be content to manage sin in your life.  Don’t’ be content to live a good life, doing good deeds and 

winning the approval of man.  Don’t be content to simply live by a set of religious rules.   That’s not what 

your Messiah came for.  Those are more the student government election kind of issues.   They produce 

only guilt, and fear, because they are solutions based in the flesh.   

 

Instead, let us live life in the Spirit, as children of God.  Free from sin, free from guilt and condemnation.  

A life of abundance, in anticipation of the inheritance purchased for us, granted freely by faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Let’s clean up the mess…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


